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can be called complete. When the Reverend John
Wheelwright, the friend of Anne Hutchinson,
was driven from Massachusetts and took his way
northward to the region of Squamscott Falls
where he founded Exeter, he entered a territory
of grants and claims and rights of possession that
render the early history of New Hampshire a
tangle of difficulties. Out of a grant to Gorges
and Mason of the stretch of coast between the
Merrimac and the Kennebec in 1622, and a con-
firmation of Mason's right to the region between
the Merrimac and the Piscataqua, arose the settle-
ment of Strawberry Bank, or Portsmouth, and
accompanying it a controversy over the title to
the soil that lasted throughout the colonial period.
Mason called his territory New Hampshire;
Gorges planned to call the region that he received
New Somersetshire; and both designations took
root, one as the name of a colony, the other as
that of a county in Maine. At an earlier date,
merchants of Bristol and Shrewsbury had become
interested in this part of New England and had
sent over one Edward Hilton, who some time
before 1627 began a settlement at Dover- The
share of the Bristol merchants was purchased in
1633 by the English lords and gentlemen already